
 Department of Energy 
 

Bonneville Power Administration 
P.O. Box 3621 

Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 

                          

 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT/PRIVACY PROGRAM 
 

September 14, 2021 
 

In reply refer to:   FOIA #BPA-2021-00092-F 
 

Jeremy Hainsworth 
Glacier Media 
303 West 5th Ave 
Vancouver, BC V5Y1J6 
Email: jhainsworth@glaciermedia.ca  
 
Dear Mr. Hainsworth, 
 
This communication concerns your agency records request submitted to the Bonneville Power 
Administration (BPA), made via the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 (FOIA). BPA 
received your request on October 28, 2020. BPA formally acknowledged your request on 
November 18, 2020 and provided you a first partial response of records on June 25, 2021. 
 
Request 
“All reports, memos and briefing notes regarding the effects on US water supply and power 
supply as a result of the effects of climate change on watersheds in the Canadian province of 
British Columbia. All communications regarding the effects of climate change from the 
government of British Columbia regarding water and power supply to the United States. This is a 
media request.” 
 
Agreement to Re-scope Responsive Records 
On February 23, 2021, after communicating with the agency, you agreed to re-scope your 
request to: “All reports and briefing notes regarding the effects on US water supply and power 
supply as a result of the effects of climate change on watersheds in the Canadian province of 
British Columbia.” 
 
Second Partial Response 
This partial response comprises records that BPA was required by 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4) 
(Exemption 4) to solicit objections from third parties prior to their release. The records contain 
information created by: 
 

 BC Hydro  
 University of Victoria 
 University of British Columbia 
 University of Northern British Columbia 
 Environment and Climate Change Canada 
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 University of Washington 
 Oregon State University 
 University of Idaho 

 
Those outreaches to third parties have been made. We are releasing 426 pages of records with 
one page containing minor redactions under Exemption 4.  
 
We are also providing a link to one responsive record that is publicly available at: 
Gao_et_al_VIC_2014.pdf (lancs.ac.uk) 
 
Please note, several records provided to BC Hydro, the University of Washington, and Oregon 
State University were jointly authored with the U.S Army Corps of Engineers (the Corps) and 
the U.S. Bureaus of Reclamation (the Bureau); those records continue to be reviewed as 
described below at ‘Ongoing Processing – Corps and Bureau.’ 
 
Explanation of Exemption 
Exemption 4 permits withholding third party confidential commercial information found in 
agency records. BPA here relies on Exemption 4 to protect commercial and financial information 
belonging to BC Hydro. In this instance, Exemption 4 protects file paths to confidential BC 
Hydro resources that explain how the agency conducts their business.  
 
Certification 
Pursuant to 10 C.F.R. § 1004.7(b)(2), I am the individual responsible for the second partial FOIA 
response described above.  
 
Ongoing Processing – Corps and Bureau 
Prior to publicly releasing agency records, BPA is required to review responsive records for 
possible exemptions under 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5) (Exemption 5). Exemption 5 protects agency 
records showing the deliberative or decision-making processes of the agency. The majority of 
records collected for your request were jointly created by the River Management Joint Operating 
Committee, which consists of the Corps and the Bureau. BPA sent approximately 30,000 pages 
of records to the Corps and the Bureau for their examination. Those agencies will notify us as 
soon as they have completed their reviews. Please note, BPA does not control their processing 
time. 
 
Target Date 
In light of the required consultation with the Corps and the Bureau BPA currently estimates the 
completion of a response to your FOIA request by December 9, 2021. BPA invites you to contact 
us to discuss this estimated completion date. 
 
Lastly, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National 
Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer. 
The contact information for OGIS is as follows: 
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Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS 
College Park, Maryland 20740-6001 
E-mail: ogis@nara.gov 
Phone: 202-741-5770 
Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448 
Fax: 202-741-5769 

 
Questions about this communication or the status of your FOIA request may be directed to FOIA 
Public Liaison Jason Taylor at jetaylor@bpa.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Candice D. Palen  
Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Officer 
 
Responsive agency information accompanies this communication. 
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